
of the dischargers. These enforcement orders provided for a time 

schedule for compliance with the Guideline based waste discharge 

requirements adopted by the State Board with its Order No. WQ 77-6, 

The time schedules are based on the date of "...a final judicial 

determination with regard to the EPA Administrator's decision on 

the variance granted in State Water Resources Control Board Order 

No. 77-6". 

II. ISSUE AND FINDINGS 

Section 301 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 

provides for compliance with guidelines based on BPCTCA by no later 

than July 1, 1977. No provision is made for extension of this _- 

time limit. In the procedures for issuance of time schedule, orders 

under Section 13300 of the California Water Code adopted by this 

Board and similar procedures adopted by EPA, administrative enforce- 

ment orders can provide time schedules for compliance extending 

beyond July 1, 1977, where the discharger shows that every reasonable 

effort has been made to comply with his discharge limitations at the 

earliest practicable date. It was not, and is not, the intent of 

this Board to provide for extensive delays such as those usually 

resulting from protracted litigation. Where delays in the appli- 

cability of effluent limitations pending the outcome of litigation 

are warranted, appropriate relief is available through the courts. 

Thus, we find that the action of the Regional Board in basing the 

time schedules for these dischargers on the conclusion of litigation 

is inappropriate and improper. 

However, in order to permit the dischargers time to 

seek a stay order from the court, we will delay the effective 

date of the time schedules as follows: 



The discharger will be given until January 16, 1978, 

to file a motion for a'stay with the court and until 

March 17, 1978, to obtain such relief. The schedule 

adopted by the Regional Board will become effective 

upon failure of the dischargers to seek or obtain a 

. stay within the time periods specified above. 

III. CONCLUSION 

After review of this matter, and for the reasons hereto- 

fore expressed, we conclude that the actions of the Regional Board _ 

in adopting Orders Nos. 77-109 and 77-110 were generally appropriate, 

and prop'er except that it was inappropriate to prescribe an 

indefinite time for commencement of the time schedule for compliance. 

IV. ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that California Regional Water 

Quality Control Board, North Coast Region, Orders Nos. 77-109 and 

77-110 are hereby modified to provide that the time for completion 

of the tasks specified in Section I of said orders shall commence 

January. 16, 1978, if the dischargers have not filed a motion for 

“a stay by that date or on March 17, 1978, if such a motion is 

filed within the 30 day period or on such earlier date as the 

court denies the motion for a stay. 

Dated: KC 15 1977 

W. W. Admas, Members * 

___ == __~._.____ ____=:=_.:_ ii ._ 


